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Some Facts About Glaucoma

· Glaucoma is a disease that causes increased pressure in the eye.

· The increased eye pressure can lead to damage to the back of the eye and the eye nerves.

· Because increased eye pressure is not felt as discomfort or pain, people with glaucoma often do not realize there is a problem.

· Glaucoma causes about 15% of the cases of blindness in the US.

· Half of people who have glaucoma do not realize they have the disease until loss of vision has already begun. 

· [image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


The risk factors for glaucoma include older age, having family members who have had glaucoma, and high blood pressure.

What are the symptoms of glaucoma?

· Difficulty adjusting eyes to dark rooms

· Blurred vision

· Eventual loss of vision

· In rare forms of glaucoma, the pressure in the eye may rise suddenly and be painful.

Can glaucoma be cured?

· There are medications that help decrease eye pressure and prevent further pressure increases.

· Laser surgery can also be used to decrease eye pressure.

· Doctors can detect elevations in eye pressure and prescribe the appropriate medications.

· Vision loss cannot be recovered, but early detection of the problem will result in the prevention of further vision loss.
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