Schizophrenia

What is schizophrenia?
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· A chronic, severe thought disorder

· Affects 1% of the population

· Affects men and women equally

· Often appears earlier in males

What are the symptoms of schizophrenia?

· Increased excitement

· Decreased emotional expressiveness

· Distorted perceptions of reality

· Hallucinations (seeing things that are not really there)

· Delusions (false personal beliefs)

· Social withdrawal

· Anxiety

What causes schizophrenia?

· Schizophrenia does tend to run in families

· Brain chemical imbalances are likely involved

Can it be treated?

Yes.  While schizophrenia cannot be cured, the symptoms can be successfully treated.  This allows the patient to lead a more normal and productive life.
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