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 Domestic Violence …                                              

· A pattern of behavior by a caregiver, parent, teenage or adult child, spouse or an intimate partner in which the abuser is trying to gain and maintain power and control over the victim

· May be physical, emotional, financial and/or sexual

· May occur occasionally or often

· Affects millions of people

· Cuts across all ages and all economic, educational, cultural, and religious backgrounds

· Is committed by men against women 95% of the time, but is also committed by women against men and in gay and lesbian relationships

· Can begin, continue and increase during pregnancy

· Puts more than three million American children at risk of exposure/ witness each year, thereby increasing their chances of becoming abusers themselves 

· Is a crime in every state of the United States
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