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Possible Effect of Profound Hearing Loss on Understanding Speech

Detection of speech sounds depends upon the hearing loss pattern and the best use of amplification.  You may be aware of vibrations more than tones.  Even with powerful hearing aids, most speech sounds will not be heard.  Hearing aids may help lip-reading by hearing the rhythm and some vowel sounds of speech. You may not able to use hearing by itself for communication and learning. You will need to use lip-reading, writing, and/or sign language to communicate.

Possible Social / Emotional Impact of Hearing Loss
Family and friends who write down information or use sign language are vital for your feelings of acceptance and self-esteem.  Relationships with others who have hearing loss can help towards the development of a healthy self-concept and a sense of cultural identity.  Signing clubs or classes for hearing family members and friends is helpful.  

Potential Accommodations and Services
There is no single communication system that is right for all deaf adults and their families.  If an auditory/oral approach is used, training is needed on auditory skills, lip-reading, and possibly speech therapy.  Full time, consistent use of amplification (hearing aids/FM) is needed if hearing and lip-reading is to be maximized.  A cochlear implant may be an option if hearing aids provide no benefit.  The VA has a cochlear implant program. If a culturally deaf approach is used, exposure to deaf American Sign Language (ASL) users is vital.  Note-taking, captioned films, visual aids, alerting devices, teletext telephones, hearing ear dogs, and interpreters are necessary accommodations.  Training in communication repair strategies is helpful.  

Contact the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders for more information:

Voice 1-800-241-1044     TTY 1-800-241-1055        E-mail nidcdinfo@nidcd.nih.gov
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