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HIV Infection and TB
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HIV (Human Immunodeficiency virus; the AIDS virus) helps Tuberculosis germs make you sick by attacking the germ fighters in your body.

If You Have HIV:

· Your immune system is weak, and latent TB infection can quickly turn into TB disease.

· You are at high risk of getting TB disease.  The TB germs are more likely to attack your lungs and other parts of the body, but you can be cured.

· You can become infected with TB bacteria and quickly develop TB disease after spending time with an infected person.

· The sooner you start taking anti-TB medicine, the better your chances are to stay healthy for many years.

· It is very important to get tested for TB Infection at least once a year.  
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