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How Is It Spread?

· Contact with blood or body fluids from an infected person

· Sharing of needles or “works” when “shooting” drugs

· Needlesticks or sharps exposures on the job

· From an infected mother to her baby during childbirth

Who Is At Risk?

· IV injection drug users

· People who received a transfusion of blood or blood products before July 1992 or clotting factors made before 1987

· Hemodialysis patients

· Infants born to infected women

· Health care workers

· People who have sex with an infected person

· People who have many sex partners

How Can It Be Prevented?

· Do not share drug needles

· Do not share personal items like razors, toothbrushes, and nail clippers with an infected person

· Practice safer sex.  Use a latex condom

How Is It Treated?

· Fifteen percent of antibody positive people will clear the virus without treatment and will no longer be infected
· Chronic hepatitis C:  Drug treatment with pegylated interferon alone or in combination with ribavirin
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Acute hepatitis C:  treatment is recommended if it does not resolve within 2 to 3 months
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Visit our website at: http://www.vaprevention.com/

